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New Kentucky poll shows strong GOP support for restoring the vote to
disenfranchised citizens

Ahead of the 2023 legislative session, Republican primary voters in Kentucky strongly support measures to
restore voting rights to citizens with past convictions, according to new polling commissioned by Secure
Democracy USA and conducted by Robert Blizzard at Public Opinion Strategies.

Issue Background

Kentucky is one of only a handful of states that permanently disenfranchises people convicted of any felony
offense — and it's time for that to end. According to one estimate from the League of Women Voters, nearly
200,000 Kentuckians — or roughly 6% of the voting age population — are ineligible to vote due to a past
conviction. Though Governor Andy Beshear enacted Executive Order 2019-003, a temporary stop-gap measure
to re-enfranchise thousands of Kentuckians, the commonwealth clearly needs a more permanent solution.

Secure Democracy USA and partners are working with legislative leaders to introduce a new bipartisan
constitutional amendment that, if passed by the legislature and then approved by the voters, would
automatically restore voting rights for thousands of Kentucky citizens.

Kentucky GOP Voters Strongly Support Voting Rights Restoration
The poll found 74% of Republican primary voters in Kentucky support restoring voting eligibility for
individuals who have completed their sentence.

Support among Republican voters becomes much more divided when asked if they support restoring voting
eligibility only for some individuals who have been convicted of certain crimes and keeping the lifetime voting
ban in place for others, with only 51% in support and 42% opposed. Therefore, a rights restoration policy with
specific carve outs would be less favorable with Republican voters.

Kentucky GOP Voters Strongly Support Putting A Voting Rights Restoration Constitutional
Amendment On The Ballot

The research also found that Republican voters would support this measure as a constitutional amendment:
70% of Republican voters would support the state legislature passing a bill to put a constitutional
amendment on an upcoming ballot for all Kentucky voters to decide, with only 27% opposed. This support
spans the ideological spectrum within the Republican Party of Kentucky, with 62% of those who self-identified
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as “very conservative,” 74% of “somewhat conservative,” and 77% of “moderate or liberal” Republicans in
support of putting the constitutional amendment on the ballot. The polling research also showed little
difference in support across gender (70% of GOP men and 69% of GOP women support), age, and geographic

location.

When given a scenario that the amendment is put on the ballot and given more information about the
amendment, Kentucky Republicans are still in support of this amendment. While 53% of Kentucky GOP
voters initially reported supporting the amendment after hearing more information, support grew to 60% after
hearing pro-amendment messaging. The poll also showed likely supporters of the top potential 2023
Republican gubernatorial candidates all in favor of the amendment: 53% of Cameron voters, 64% of Craft
voters, and 62% of Quarles voters are in favor of the amendment.

The poll also found that putting this amendment on the ballot would not be a political risk for Kentucky
Republican state legislators. 54% of GOP voters said it would make no difference in their vote for state
legislator, while 18% said it would make them more likely to vote for their state legislator and 23% said it would
make them less likely to vote for their state legislator.

Kentucky GOP Voters Want To Hear From Veterans, Sen. Paul, Law Enforcement, Crime Victims,
and Republican Leaders On This Issue

The poll found that the most trusted messengers on this issue among Kentucky Republican voters include
veteran organizations, Senator Rand Paul, the Sheriff’s Association and local law enforcement, the Republican
Party, crime victims and their families, and the Republican nominee for Governor.

Methodology
On behalf of Secure Democracy USA, Robert Blizzard of Public Opinion Strategies completed a statewide

survey of 5oo Republican Primary voters in Kentucky via landline and cell phone. The survey was conducted
September 18-21, 2022 and has a margin of error of + 4.38%.

Previous Research

Secure Democracy USA previously commissioned polling and research in January 2022 on this issue with the
Tyson Group. That research found support for voting rights restoration among the general public in Kentucky
(77%). Additionally, the research provides unique insight into the political attitudes of Kentuckians with prior
felony convictions, who may be formerly incarcerated or on probation, compared to Kentucky voters overall.
This research shows that Kentuckians with felony convictions are highly interested in politics and may be more
aligned with conservative issues than previously known. The press release and polling memo from this research
can be found here.
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Secure Democracy USA is a nonpartisan nonprofit organization that works to build confidence in our elections and
improve voter access across the United States. We educate policymakers and the public about what it takes to
safeguard our voting systems. We use sophisticated survey and messaging research to inform our strategy and we
collaborate with state leaders, election administrators, policy experts, and allies to ensure that all eligible citizens
have the freedom to vote how they choose.
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